If at the end of half an hour the animal be killed, and some of the serum of the blood, of the urine and of the bile, be tested with solution of lactate of iron, a great abundance of prussiate of potash is detected in the urine, much less in the serum, and none at all in the bile. If, also, a drop of the iron solution be applied to the cut surface of the lung, liver, pancreas, parotid glana, and kidney, while in all of these organs traces of the prussiate are discovered, the kidney alone becomes of a deep-blue colour. The same test applied to the mucous surface of the alimentary canal shows a trace of the prussiate of potash at the pyloric extremity of the stomach, before any can be detected in the duodenum, ilium, or coecum. This experiment merely proves the elective power that the kidney exercises in selecting certain matters for elimination from the blood. When prussiate of potash is introduced into the blood by the way just mentioned, it of course pervades the whole of the circulating fluid, and in its course througli the system is laid hold of by the kidney for elimination, which function is performed by that organ with surprising activity. When, however, a solution of lactate of iron is thrown into the subcutaneous cellular tissue on the back of a rabbit, and a solution of prussiate of potash introduced into the stomach, the same solutions and equal quantities being used as in the last experiment, no blue colouring occurs at the seat of the iron injection; nor on killing the animal at the end of half an hour, is any of the prussiate of potash to be detected in the serum of the blood; the urine contains the salt but sparingly, and neither the kidney nor any other organ exhibits the least tinge of blue on the application of the solution of lactate of iron. The same was the result when the animals so treated were allowed to survive many hours.
This experiment does not seem to prove that the prussiate of potash, absorbed by the stomach and thus entering the portal blood, was got rid of through the agency of the hepatico-renal circulation; for once absorbed into the blood of the portal system, assuming for a moment the truth of Bernard's theory, the greater part of it would pass on through the In treating of the diseases of the kidney, it should always be borne in mind that albuminuria is not a disease, but a symptom?a symptom, also, which physiological research has proved to be dependent on the most opposite causes; for, independently altogether of any organic affection of the kidney, albuminuria may result from particular conditions of the blood and its albumen.* Kierulf has lately shown that considerable dilution of the blood with water is followed by the secretion of albuminous urine. Yogelf has observed that the respiration of arseniuretted hydrogen gas so acts on the blood as to cause the flow of dark-coloured urine containing albumen; and Bernard has proved, in the experiments before alluded to, that the kidney has the power of selecting for elimination albumen thrown into the veins of the neck, and which, consequently, has not been so assimilated as to suit it to be retained in the system. 
